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(54) Hollow bicomponent filaments and methods of making same 

(57) Novel bicomponent fibers have a sheath 
domain and an core domain which is embedded entirely 
within, and thereby completely sun^ounded by. the 
polyamide domain. The core domain is annular and 
defines a longitudinally extending central void. The pre- 
ferred bicomponent fibers have a sheath-core structure 
wherein the polyamide domain constitutes the sheath 
and a fiber-forming polydefin polymer constitutes the 
core. The preferred trilcbal bicomponent fibers will 
exhibit a modification ratio of between 2 to 4. an arm 
angle of between 7"* to about SS"". and a total cross-sec- 
tional void area between about 3 and about 10 percent. 
Each lobe of the fiber may optionally contain a lobal void 
space which, If present, is preferably radially elongate in 
cross section. 
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